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Dr. Keith Pierce has a vision of helping local youth grow into healthy adults.
That's why the Livonia physician is working diligently to establish the Young Academic and Athletic Association, a nonprofit that aims to provide health care for thousands of local children, and help them participate in after-school activities.
Pierce said he decided to start YAAA — pronounced Y-Triple-A and named after the top designation in youth sports — after seeing so many of his patients get laid off, lose health care and withdraw their children from sports and other activities to save money.
Fewer medical checkups combined with decreased activity is a clear-cut recipe for trouble.
"Where will these kids be in 20 or 30 years?" Pierce said. "We all know what happens when we have too much time on our hands." YAAA's mission is to raise funds for academics and athletics with the belief that children who participate in extracurricular activities have higher degrees of scholastic achievement, better health and lower rates of crime, drug and alcohol abuse.
Pierce himself believes strongly in the power of athletics as preventative medicine for youth and says his three sons thrived in hockey, baseball, basketball and golf growing up in Northville.
Pierce recruited a board of directors for YAAA who share his beliefs. Among them is Johnny Subu, co-owner of G. Subu's Leather Bottle Restaurant in Livonia.
"A lot of these kids today are more into the video games and everything else. I think they need more athletics in their life. Let's get them outside rather than inside," Subu said.
Mark Klisman, a diagnostic services representative for St. Mary Mercy Hospital in Livonia, joined YAAA's board in an effort to help families afflicted by the tough economy and high jobless rate.
"Dr. Pierce shared with me that his younger son is on a hockey team and one of his teammate's parents have lost their jobs and don't have money for a uniform or to keep him on the team and that struck a chord with me," said Klisman, whose son, Aaron, and daughter, Rachel, excelled in basketball and gymnastics at North Farmington High School. "Just the thought that some parents can't even do the introductory exposure to sports just breaks my heart."
YAAA invites parents, coaches and team managers to submit requests for funding.
"We'll definitely talk to them and see what their need is and if we have some resources to help," Klisman said.
In January, YAAA secured a gaming license from the city of Livonia in order to help with Casino Nights in the state of Michigan.
The group also plans to stage silent auctions, bowling events, NCAA Football events and golf outings, with the goal of generating $5,000 to $20,000 per event.
Another component of YAAA is First Patient, a program that aims to provide all-inclusive medical treatment for kids ages 10-21. The goal is to help 3,000 children at an estimated cost of $300 per year. YAAA is currently working to secure grants for the program, but also will rely heavily on donations from the community.
For more information, visit www.yaaafundraiser.org.
 
